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PRESSPRESPRESS This fall I’ll be leading us in a sermon series on one 

of the most consequential passages in the Bible. At 

the end of the book of Matthew, Jesus gives the 

church a great big mission. He says, “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19)  

 

It is such a big mission that it’s a bit overwhelming 

to think of this as our calling, but it is. Straight 

from the lips of Jesus comes this great commission 

that lays out the path for our work in the church. 

 

Jesus doesn’t actually say “go make disciples.” The 

plainer translation is, “go disciple.” It’s just one 

Greek word used to spell out the primary work of 

the church, “disciple.” It’s a word we generally use 

as a noun to describe followers of Jesus in the 

Bible, so I understand why we add the word “make” 

to our translations, but it’s probably good for us to 

get more used to using disciple as a verb. 

 

I think it helps take away some of the intimidating 

edge of the great commission. Most of us tend to 

equate the great commission with evangelism, and 

most of us have a hard time of thinking of 

ourselves as evangelists. We’re more comfortable 

with the great commandment to love God and love 

neighbor. We shy away from efforts to convert 

others, lest we come across as preachy or 

overbearing. I get it. I’m a preacher, and even I 

don’t want to come across as “preachy.” 
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR - OCTOBER 27 AND 28 

  Start Christmas shopping early at the Holiday Bazaar October 27 and 28, 

 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

HARVEST PARTY - OCTOBER 28 

 Come join us for a Harvest Party on Saturday, October 28, 

 from 3:00-5:00 p.m., in the Millwood Community Center. 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 29 

 Bagpipes at both services, celebrating 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS – SUNDAY NOVEMBER 5, AT 2:00 A.M. 

      Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, November 4! 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

December 3: Advent Party at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

December 3: Christmas Cantata by the Choir at the 11:00 a.m. worship service 

December 10: Children’s Christmas Program at 9:30 a.m. (one combined worship service) 

December 24: Christmas Eve Services 

5:30 p.m.-Family Service 

7:30 p.m.-Traditional Service 

 
 

 

This is where this word “disciple” is a great help. 

Jesus doesn’t say anything about converting or 

preaching. He uses this much less intimidating 

word. 

 

Dale Bruner is helpful in describing the distinction. 

He writes that disciple is a “slower, lower-profile 

verb, an almost scholastic, schoolish word…. To 

disciple means "to make students of," "bring to 

school," "educate.” The word's prosaic character 

relaxes and says in effect, ‘Work with people over a 

period of time in the simple educational process of 

teaching Jesus.’ Only God can do the big things like 

convert, win, bring repentance, or bring a person to 

decision - all authority is his, and his alone.” 

 

When you put it that way, the great commission of 

Jesus in Matthew 28 isn’t so intimidating. We are 

called to follow Jesus and learn his ways, and we 

get to invite others to join us on the journey. We 

can do that. 

 

Over the coming weeks we will immerse ourselves 

in the journey of the disciples in the New 

Testament. We will learn the rhythms and truths of 

their experiences, and reflect together on the 

opportunities and challenges of being a follower of 

Jesus in these complicated, rapidly changing times. 

Using Bruner’s words, we will have a season of 

“teaching Jesus.”  

 

I encourage all of us to embrace this season and 

invite others along for the journey. 
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PW Holiday Bazaar  
OCTOBER 27 AND 28 
 

Please join us for our Fall Bazaar Friday, October 

27, and Saturday, October 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m., here at the church. Many of the artisans 

in our Presbyterian Women’s Handcrafter circle 

have been working all year to provide lots of 

beautiful pieces for the sale. They’ve created quilts, 

jewelry, baby blankets, and seasonal decorations 

just to name a few items. Lots of brilliant artistry is 

ready for you to take home and enjoy or give away!   

They are also raffling a handmade Quilt made by 

members and friends of the Handcrafters. Try your 

chance and see if you can win! The drawing will be 

held on Saturday, October 29, at 3:30 p.m. The 

proceeds from the Bazaar benefit the ministry work 

of our church with the majority staying right here 

in Spokane serving the needs of our community. 

Thank you for your supporting us through your 

shopping. 

 

Stewardship Update 
Our budget is currently on track for the year, which 

means that we’ve accumulated a deficit, but we 

should be able to reach the end of the year with a 

balanced budget if giving is strong through 

December. Giving statements were sent out at the 

beginning of October. If you have any questions 

about your giving to MCPC, please contact Lesa 

Simpson at lesa@millwoodpc.org. She is in the 

office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Baskets  
OCTOBER -DECEMBER 

From October through December, the Deacons will 

be preparing Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets 

to distribute to those in need. Please bring your 

donations for Thanksgiving to the church by 

November 10, and for Christmas by December 8. 

Perishables can be placed in the fridge/freezer 

downstairs. If you know anyone who needs a 

basket, call the office at 924-2350 to add them to 

the list. We are in need of turkeys, sweet potatoes, 

cranberries, green beans, mashed potatoes, and 

stuffing. Thank you again for making Thanksgiving 

and Christmas happier time for those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Party  
This year’s Advent Party is December 3, from 4:00 

– 7:00 p.m. Put the date for the Advent Party on 

your calendar to kick off the Christmas season and 

spread the word to your friends, it won’t be the 

same without you!   

 

We will be offering Christmas crafts, food, music 

and fellowship for the whole church family and 

friends too! We guarantee it will be a fun way to 

begin the countdown to Christmas. If you would 

like to help or need more information, please call 

Diane Williams at: 869-8498. 

 

 

MCPC BLOOD DRIVE  
OCTOBER 15 

 

We are having a Blood Drive for the INW Blood 

Center October 15. Find the hero in you and sign 

up online at: www.inbcsaves.org to give blood on 

October 15, here at the church from 9:00 a.m. to 

11:45 a.m. Use our sponsor code: 

MillwoodPresbyterian when you sign up online.   

 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study  
The men’s weekly Bible Study meets in the 

Reception Hall on Tuesday mornings at 7:00 a.m. 

All men are invited to join. The Bible Study is 

usually led by Pastor Craig, and donuts and coffee 

are provided.  
 

World Relief Valley Hub 
World Relief, the refugee resettlement 

organization, is partnering with local churches to 

launch a church network in Spokane Valley to be on 

the front lines of engaging refugees in the Valley. 

They are hold an organizing meeting for this new 

Hub on October 24 at 8 a.m. at Opportunity 

Presbyterian Church. Please contact Kate Vanskike 

at kate.vanskike@gmail.com if you are interested in 

attending this event.  

 

Millwood Print Works is 

Working 
 

Last November the Session of MCPC donated used 

of one of our storefront units on Euclid to an arts 

organization called Millwood Print Works. We have 

wanted to create a space for the arts in Millwood, 

and the folks from Millwood Print Works have 

successfully launched the print shop, and are 

teaching classes on old-school print making. Go to 

www.facebook.com/millwoodprintworks/ for 

regular updates on classes. 

 

Lay Ministry, What Is It?  
 

Lay Ministry is an opportunity of sharing and caring 

with church friends and members who are no 

longer able to attend church services. If you know 

of someone who needs a Lay Minister or if you are 

interested in serving our homebound members, call 

Carole LaCombe at 535-7711 for more 

information. 

 

Chancel Choir-Make A Joyful 

Noise to the Lord!   
 

The Chancel Choir is back and is rehearsing on 

Sunday mornings this year, from 9:30 to 10:30 

a.m. All are welcome to participate. 

 

Anyone who would like to sing with the choir for 

the 500-year anniversary of the Reformation, 

October 29, is invited to join us for practice from 

10:00-10:30 a.m. in the Choir Room. The EWU 

Brass Quartet and our very own Elizabeth Gale on 

Pipe Organ will be joining us October 29, at our 

Traditional 11:00 a.m. service to celebrate. Please 

call Jesse Wittrock at 509-475-3327 if you have 

questions or just show up to rehearsal.   

 

 

Your One Stop 

Holiday Shop! 

 

The Best Gifts 

Are at The 

Holiday Bazaar! 
 

Date: October 

27 & 28 
 

Time: 9:00 a.m.  

       – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Where: Reception    

            Hall 

http://www.inbcsaves.org/
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Children’s Ministry News 
By Kim McGiveran 
 

Hopefully everyone has adjusted to their back-to-

school schedules and the activities that autumn 

brings. We kicked off our new Sunday School year 

with our Rally Day carnival at the beginning of 

September. Our Sunday School teachers are now in 

full swing with their classes.  We are continuing to 

collect aluminum pop cans to fund and support the 

community of Zumbador in the Dominican 

Republic.  Please continue to bring these in to my 

office or in Sheila’s classroom (Room 216). 

 

I’d like to share with you some highlights of some 

awesome things I’m seeing in Sunday School during 

the 9:30 a.m. service. Each week I see kids in 

Sheila’s 2nd-4th grade class excited to recite their 

memory verse of the week! They know that they will 

earn a sticker on their chart, and be one step closer 

to getting a prize out of the prize box. What a 

wonderful blessing to see God’s Word being 

imprinted on their hearts and minds at such a 

young age!  

 

In the middle school class, they are looking at how 

stories from C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, Witch, and 

Wardrobe book parallel biblical stories and truths. 

Teacher Sarah Hilsen is using the guidebook A 

Family Guide to Narnia:  Biblical Truths in C.S. 

Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia, by Christin 

Ditchfield. Last week a student in her class told me 

(unprompted!) how much fun he was having this 

year in class.  To top it off, many of these kids are 

getting together for an overnight campout at Camp 

White, which has been approved by the Session and 

will be following all youth-overnight guidelines. I 

love seeing our youth excited to be at church, and 

having opportunities to grow in their relationships 

with each other. 

 

Star Club will be starting up in October on Mondays 

and Wednesdays from 3:45-5:30 p.m.  While our 

target school is Orchard Center, we would like to 

Youth Update  
By Brandon Comella 

 

Another fall is upon us! We have officially kicked off 

our youth programs after our summer schedule 

finished in mid August. My 16 volunteer leaders 

and I prepared for this fall at a weekend retreat a 

couple weeks ago. This weekend was a bit different 

than before as we went to Camp Spalding. I am the 

Chair for the Youth Task Force in our Presbytery, 

which consists of all the Youth Director’s from the 

different Presbytery churches within our Presbytery. 

I had this idea that we never do anything together 

as a group, but only seem to connect at our fall 

retreats up at Spalding. So I wrote a grant to the 

Presbytery Of The Inland Northwest and received 

$5k for this retreat. This weekend consisted of 

worshipping together, laughing together, having 

some training and of course individual team 

bonding with a total of 55 leaders from six 

different churches.   

 

We made one big change this year by moving our 

high school Young Life group to Monday’s rather 

than Wednesday’s. This was done for a variety of 

reasons, but mainly because West Valley High 

School and everyone in their league changed their 

high school track meets in the spring to be on 

Wednesday’s. This made it quite difficult for our 

youth program to be well attended since there are 

the most kids in track than any other sport. Most 

other Young Life groups meet on Monday’s, so this 

also helps for us to do more things with other 

groups like the All-City club we will go to next 

Monday at the Lincoln Center. 

 

We are already signing kids up for our middle 

school retreat at Camp Spalding the weekend of 

October 20. There are forms to sign up on our 

church website, in the office, and at youth group. 

The high school retreat is November 17-19, and 

our goal is to bring 30 kids to each. We have 

worked with Goodwill with our after-school 

program and their Good-Guides grant… well that 

grant is going away as of March, so they have 

funds that they want us to use since we are 

working with many of the students they had 

enrolled in their program. We are lucky enough to 

get $1, 500 for each retreat! This allows us to 

charge $25 rather than the $85. Our hope is this 

opens up the possibility for more kids to go since 

the last few years it was funds that prohibited 

many kids from going. 

 

Speaking of after-school programs… the beginning 

of October is when we are jumping back into it. 

This time we are partnering with the HUB Sports 

Facility and their HUB360 program. They have hired 

a program director and we are currently enrolling 

middle school students from Centennial and City 

School to be a part of this program on Tuesday’s 

and Thursday’s from 3:00-5:00 p.m. These kids 

will take the bus to our community center each day 

and will be a part of many things from snack time, 

homework help, games, cooking classes, guest 

speakers, and hands on STEM focused projects 

from the Spokane County Library. I am very excited 

for this as my role is to get a handful of adult 

mentors to come alongside these kids during this 

after-school program.  *** So, if this is something 

you are interested in being a part of, PLEASE 

contact me. You can choose either Tuesday or 

Thursday or both. 

 

Coffee House during the second service as well as 

our high school Pancakes and Bible study on late 

start Wednesday’s will also begin again starting in 

October. 

 

We have so many wonderful things happening 

around here, and I am always happy to share more 

details with anyone who is interested in asking any 

questions. Thank you for reading and please feel 

free to e-mail or call with any questions you may 

have at Brandon@millwoodpc.org or 509-481-

5720. 

 

 

 

 

extend the invitation to our church kids who are in 

3rd-5th grade. If you can provide transportation for 

your child, we would love to have them join our 

program. Star Club consists of snack time, gym 

games, homework room, and an art, cooking, or 

STEM activity.  Please let me know if you would like 

your child to attend Star Club. 

 

With fall already here, it’s time to start shopping for 

Halloween costumes!  The Harvest Party will be on 

Saturday, October 28, from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  The 

Harvest Party is a safe and fun outreach to all the 

children in our community. We will mail out several 

postcard invitations, in addition to all of us inviting 

friends and family to this event. Kids and adults are 

encouraged to dress in their costumes and join us 

for harvest-themed carnival games, prizes, and 

candy.  

 

Finally, this may seem early to announce, but we 

will start rehearsing for the annual Christmas 

Program beginning November 5.  Practices for the 

Christmas Program takes place every Sunday in 

November during the 9:30 a.m. service for children 

up through 6th grade.  The children will perform a 

musical drama for the church on Sunday, December 

10, at 9:30 a.m. where the kids will be the main 

portion of the church service! Start inviting your 

friends and family now – it’s always a good show! 

 

Trick-Or-Treat So Millwood 

Can Eat 
As you prepare for the season to “treat” family and 

friends, please remember the Deacon Food Bank’s 

mission of “treating” those in need. During October, 

we are stocking up on canned pumpkin, gravy 

mixes, canned cranberries, boxed potatoes and 

stuffing. For those on the go, monetary donations 

are also thankfully received. Thank you for 

“treating” others with kindness and love; we are 

grateful for your support of the church mission, 

through sustaining the Deacon Food Bank. 

 

mailto:Brandon@millwoodpc.org
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Stained Glass Update  
For the past few years the Memorials Committee 

has been working behind the scenes to replace the 

back window in the sanctuary with a style of glass 

and design that fits the rest of the windows. This 

would complete the stained-glass project that 

includes all of the current windows that were 

installed 12 years ago. Over that time the 

committee has raised $65,000 for the project, 

primarily through memorials donations given in 

memory of loved ones who have passed away. That 

has been enough to complete the design (shown to 

the right), purchase the glass, and will be enough 

to pay for the completion of the glass panels.  

 

The design was created by Spike Grovesnor, and 

the windows are being fabricated by Susan Kim, the 

same team that did the previous windows. Susan is 

the premiere stained-glass artist in the Inland 

Northwest, with her latest project featured in the 

lobby of the new Davenport Grand Hotel in 

downtown Spokane. A color photo of the window 

design is hanging on the back wall in the narthex if 

you’d like to see it in more detail. 

 

This means we’ve raised enough for the window, 

we just need to raise funds to complete the 

installation. Because it’s such a large window, with 

significant structural support, the installation will 

cost around $50,000.  

 

The Memorials Committee has a goal of getting the 

window installed by late summer/early fall of 2018. 

If you would like to make a donation to help cover 

the cost of the installation of the window, you can 

simply make a donation to MCPC and designate it 

for the stained glass. While most the donations 

have come in the form of memorials, that is not 

required. Stay tuned for more information in the 

coming weeks on this project. 

 

If you have any questions about the project please 

contact Marilyn Gillam, the chair of the memorials 

committee, at (509) 953-2120.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condolences  
Condolences to the families of the following 

members and friends of the church that passed 

away recently: 

 
Bill Ren passed away September 9, 2017. 

 
Marv Diehle passed away on September 15, 2017. 

 

Ralph Shannon passed away on October 4, 2017. 

 

Eileen Grove passed away on October 4, 2017. 

 
Bev Markson passed away on October 10, 2017. 
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Photo: Farmers in Zumbador, Dominican Republic 

 

Zumbador Update 
 

We partner with Plant With Purpose to support 

Zumbador, a village in the Dominican Republic. 

Over the last year the church has sent over $5,000 

to help farmers in the village grow in their farming, 

finances, and faith.  

 

We praise God for: 

• We give thanks for safety during this active 

storm season. Hurricanes Irma and Maria 

did not affect any of the communities in 

which Plant With Purpose works. Irma only 

affected the northern part of the country; 

we thank God that it was not more 

catastrophic. 

 

We pray for: 

• Continued protection from the hurricane 

season. We pray that storms do not affect 

plots and farmers in our communities. 

• Communities that have not yet formed 

savings groups. We pray that God touches 

their hearts and helps communities 

understand the benefits of Plant With 

Purpose’s programs. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Rummage Sale Update 
 

The annual Rummage Sale at MCPC has been a 

fixture of church and community life for 29 years. 

Over the years the events has raised over $230,000 

to send kids to camp, repair roofs, fix windows, 

replace carpet and flooring, provide tables and 

chairs for the church facility, and many other items 

that have contributed to the beauty, function, and 

mission of MCPC. 

 

After the most recent Rummage Sale, the 

organizing committee met to distribute the 

proceeds from this year’s sale, and consider plans 

for the future. Becky Anderson, the chair, sent 

along this note from the committee: 

 

“Our faithful volunteers are in their 70’s and more. 

While their hearts are still willing, their backs – not 

so much. With some sorrow, we admit our inability 

to carry on. The 25 people present at the meeting 

voted to discontinue the sale. So, thanks to all for 

the 29 years of fellowship, fun, and satisfaction of 

completed goals. If someone else is interested in 

continuing the sale and making it their own, any of 

the former volunteers would be happy to pass on 

whatever knowledge would be helpful.” 

 

It’s been a great run of working together to support  

MCPC’s mission to the community, so thanks to 

Becky and all of her team for their dedication to the 

sale all these years. 

 

World Relief Valley Hub 
World Relief, the refugee resettlement 

organization, is partnering with local churches to 

launch a church network in Spokane Valley to be on 

the front lines of engaging refugees in the Valley. 

They are hold an organizing meeting for this new 

Hub on October 24 at 8 a.m. at Opportunity 

Presbyterian Church. Please contact Kate Vanskike 

at kate.vanskike@gmail.com if you are interested in 

attending this event.  
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